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January 9, 2002
Dear Red Crab Vessel Omwmer and Conmmerci al Deal er:

This letter is to informyou that the commercial quota for the red
crab fishery established by extension of the red crab emergency
interimaction on Novenber 15, 2001, is projected to be harvested
prior to the conpletion of the 180-day extension of the energency
action (through May 14, 2002).

Therefore, effective 0001 hours, January 18, 2002, through May 14,
2002, vessels may not fish for, possess, or land red crab in or from
t he excl usive econom c zone in waters of the western Atlantic Ccean
from35/15.3" N. Lat., the latitude of Cape Hatteras Light, North
Carolina, northward to the U. S.-Canada border, in excess of 100 Ib
per trip. Federally permtted vessels are rem nded that they nust
continue to conplete and submt vessel |ogbooks. Additionally,

deal ers are advised that they may not purchase red crab in excess of
100 I b per vessel, per trip, for the remai nder of the energency
action (through May 14, 2002). Federally permtted deal ers nust
continue to report all fish purchases from any vessel.

The Northeast Regional O fice has established two autonmated
systens to provide faster notice to the fishing industry of
managenent actions. You may receive permt holder letters,

i ncluding closure notices, by requesting to be notified

t hrough one of the follow ng systenms: (1) You nay request e-
mai | notices by clicking on “What’s New’ on our website at
http://ww. nero. nnfs. gov/ro/doc/nero.htm; or (2) you may be
notified via fax by providing a fax nunber through a witten
request to the above address, or by faxing your request to
978-281-9135. Regardl ess of whether you choose to receive
notification of managenent actions through one of the above
automated systens, you will still continue to receive notices
through the mail. This small entity conpliance guide conplies
with section 212 of the Small Busi ness Regul atory Enforcenent
and Fairness Act of 1996.

Si ncerely,

SZV R ARG,

Patricia A. Kurkul
Regi onal Adm ni strator




